
 

 

590 Anakie Road, Lovely Banks VIC 3213 

P: (03) 5260 9999 

E: enquiries@gbc.vic.edu.au 

W: www.gbc.vic.edu.au 

Monday 13th July, 2020 

 

Dear parent/guardian, 

 

COVID UPCOVID UPCOVID UPCOVID UPDADADADATE TERM 3 TE TERM 3 TE TERM 3 TE TERM 3 ––––    No. 2No. 2No. 2No. 2    

    

At GBC we will continue to follow the advice given us from the Chief Health Officer regarding the return to 

school for Term 3. There have been no changes to the advice provided toward the end of last week, while 

smaller qualifications and clarification has been provided, which is communicated below. 

 

Face masks:Face masks:Face masks:Face masks:    

The wearing of face masks brings up much debate. While we are not obliging students to wear face masks, 

we are mindful of the advice given regarding the wearing of masks. At a recent news conference, the Chief 

Health Officer, Professor Sutton, was asked if face masks should be worn at schools. He replied that this was 

not feasible for young children and impractical for teachers in class. At the same time, he said: ‘I think 

everyone in schools should feel free to bring a mask if they feel comfortable with it – teachers in the common 

room, or individual students if they so choose.’ 

As a College, we will support any child or staff member who chooses to wear a mask in their endeavours to 

remain healthy. Bus travel advice below. 

 

Bus travel:Bus travel:Bus travel:Bus travel:    

The following advice has been provided: 

“If a student has a temperature of 37.5 degrees Celsius or above, schools will be required to contact parents or 

carers to arrange for students to return home. Families will then be encouraged to seek testing for coronavirus 

or the advice of their healthcare professional who can advise on next steps.” 

Our desire is to see all students wearing face masks on the buses and also following social distancing advice, 

both in the bus and at school. Students travelling on the Northern Bus Route will be temperature tested 

when they embark in the mornings. The College has purchased a thermometer that will test the inner ear 

temperature rather than the forehead which, on a cold morning, could be inaccurate. The thermometer will 

be sanitised on each occasion that it is used. 

Any student presenting with a temperature in excess of 37.5 degrees will be asked to not board the bus, and 

parents/guardians will be called to collect the student from the bus stop before the bus continues. 

 

Before leaving home in the morning:Before leaving home in the morning:Before leaving home in the morning:Before leaving home in the morning:    

Further advice given is that before students leave home, parents should be confident that their children are 

not feeling sick. The advice reads, “Daily temperature checks at home will help make sure unwell students stay 

at home and do not risk spreading coronavirus.” “I understand that this is a stressful time for parents, but we 

are following the best medical advice and taking every possible precaution to ensure the safety of all 

Victorians.” 

Should students feel unwell during the day, the College admininstration staff will check the student’s 

temperature, which if high, will enable us to call parents to collect the child from school. The advice provided 



by health authorities, and the request to parents at this time remains the same - if your child is at all unwell, 

they should remain at home. 

 

Temperature screeningTemperature screeningTemperature screeningTemperature screening    advice from DHHSadvice from DHHSadvice from DHHSadvice from DHHS::::    

“Temperature screening can be used during a pandemic to identify the presence of fever in an individual. 

Fever, whilst not present in all cases, is a common symptom of coronavirus (COVID-19). Written consent is not 

required as the process is non-intrusive. 

Temperature measurements in the context of a holistic assessment may help schools and early childhood 

centres to decide if a child should return home. 

Temperature screening will be conducted using non-contact infrared thermometers where possible. 

Temperature screening as a public health measure in schools will support the identification of unwell children. 

Temperature screening does not replace the need for other important public health measures such as hand 

hygiene, and enhanced cleaning and disinfection. 

The most important action that staff, students, children and families can take is to ensure that unwell staff, 

students and children remain at home.” 

 

Open classrooms:Open classrooms:Open classrooms:Open classrooms:    

Medical advice suggests that stuffy and closed venues (classrooms) can assist as a breeding ground for germs. 

We will attempt to open classrooms and promote air flow and fresh air at the College to assist us in keeping 

safe. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Judy Sobey    Neil Wetmore 

Primary Principal    Secondary Principal 

 


