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9/07/2020 
 

Dear parent / guardian 
 

COVID -19 UPDATES FOR SEMESTER 2 
 

We trust that you have had a restful break with your family. The announcements by the Premier on Tuesday 
7 July, has forced us to re-evaluate our position as we prepare to return to school next week. 
 

As a College, we will continue to act on the advice of government health authorities, while we also 
acknowledge the disruption and distress that these measures could cause you and your family. Premier 
Andrews has said that, “Under measures announced [sic], all Year 11 and 12 students, will return to school as 
normal for face-to-face learning at the start of Term 3 next week. Students in Prep to Year 10 in the 
Melbourne Metropolitan area and in the shire of Mitchell will remain on holidays next week.” It is pleasing to 
note that GBC falls outside of the Metropolitan region that has been placed under renewed lockdown.  
 

The vast majority of our students reside in regional areas which are not included in the new lockdown 
boundaries. We have sought guidance and can confirm, that as “work and education are two of the legitimate 
reasons for movement under Stage 3 restrictions, staff and students who reside in the Metropolitan 
Melbourne and Mitchell Shire but work or study outside of that designated area can travel to and from 
school”. So for now, all GBC students will commence with the start of Term 3 on Tuesday as originally 
planned. 
 

Buses will continue as per their regular schedule. In the interests of personal safety, the following advice for 
all bus travellers has been communicated: “We would strongly advise that those students travelling on school 
buses or on public transport, are seated with social distancing in mind and we also encourage the wearing of 
masks during transit”. 
 

We await further instructions from government health authorities and will communicate updates as soon as 
they become available. It is not inconceivable that there are updates or changes within a short period of time, 
depending on how well people respond to the lockdown and how effectively we get the spread of the virus 
under control again. 
 

In the meanwhile, we would ask that our community remains vigilant and responds to the health guidelines 
designed to keep us safe and prevent us going back into lockdown. 

1. If your child is unwell, please do not send them to school. 
2. Please consider having them tested if they show COVID-19 symptoms. 
3. Encourage your child to social distance. 
4. Encourage your child to sanitise/wash their hands at school. 
5. Please do not congregate at school at pick up and drop off, rather remain in your car while you wait 

for your child. 

 

Sincerely,  

                                                              
Judy Sobey     Neil Wetmore 
Primary Principal    Secondary Principal 


