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The World Health Organisation (WHO) yesterday (11th March 2020) declared Covid 19 a pandemic. In light of 

this, we have decided to cancel the 2020 Autumn Harvest Festival. The effects of this pandemic are clearly 

beginning to be felt in Australia. Having weighed up the pros and cons, it is evident that cancellation is the 

best possible decision for our community. Until the consequences and the management strategies of this 

pandemic are more defined by the WHO and other government organisations, it is evident that the 

cancellation of the Autumn Harvest Festival is the best decision. 

 

Given the reality that the GBC Autumn Harvest Festival is an open event that is likely to draw a large number 

of people, exposing the College and its community to an unnecessary risk would not be responsible. The 

current government advice is that ‘big group gatherings, should be limited’ in order to best protect the 

community. For GBC, minimising possible risks is imperative. At this stage, we are blessed to not have any 

cases of the virus in our College community, and this is a status we would like to maintain as far as possible. 

 

We will have an opportunity for the community to support the endeavours of those who have selflessly 

contributed to the AHF and we will sell some of the wonderful products that have been made, as well as bid 

on Silent Auction items. Pre-sold ride wrist bands will be refunded. The office will work through refunding 

families in due course. Ready baked items can be dropped into the office on Friday, where we will run a cake 

stall from 2.30pm to 4pm.   

 

As information becomes available, we will continue to work on contingency arrangements and plans to 

update and inform our much valued GBC community. 
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