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Sunday August 22nd, 2021 
 
RE: REGIONAL VICTORIA LOCKDOWN AUGUST 21ST – SEPTEMBER 2ND  
 
Dear parent/guardian, 
 
Following the announcement yesterday by Deputy Premier and Education Minister James Merlino, 
all students at GBC will return to remote learning on Tuesday August 24th. 
 
Please note the following arrangements: 
 

 The College will be open tomorrow Monday between 8:30am and 4:00pm for collection of 
books and supplies only. 

 In the endeavour to limit the number of people in the Administration block, if parents would 
prefer to remain in the car, please call the office on arrival and a member of staff will bring 
the student work packs to you.  

 Should families wish to borrow a College laptop, please call the office tomorrow morning to 
arrange a suitable pick-up time. 

 Once again, students will need to register their attendance daily and access work posted via 
Moodle.  

Please know, that our staff have been working hard over the weekend to plan for the coming weeks, 
and as always, we encourage students to maintain good communication and connectivity with their 
teachers. 
 
VCE students are encouraged to use Monday 23rd August to revise and study.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the GBC office, the College chaplain, or your 
child’s teachers.  
On the page following is the announcement from James Merlino. 
 
Thank you all for your continued endeavours and support, in these unprecedented times, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Judy Sobey                                        Neil Wetmore 
Primary Principal      Secondary Principal 



Announcement - Deputy Premier and Education Minister James Merlino 
Saturday 21 August 2021 
 
We know all of Victoria is in a really difficult situation with coronavirus right now - with growing 
cases in regional Victoria and more mystery cases than we would like in Melbourne.  
 
We need to slow the spread of the virus and get in front of this outbreak. That is why Victoria’s Chief 
Health Officer has declared that all metropolitan Melbourne restrictions – except for the curfew – 
are in place across regional Victoria from 1pm today until 11.59pm Thursday, 2 September.  
 
That means regional schools will return to remote learning - other than vulnerable kids, or kids of 
essential workers who can’t care for children at home.  
 
Teachers and school support staff have been brilliant throughout this pandemic and to help them 
prepare, Monday will be a pupil free day in regional Victoria. Children of essential workers and 
vulnerable kids can still be supervised but there will be no remote learning on Monday.  
 
To parents and carers across our regions - trust your principals, teachers, and school staff. They 
know what they’re doing and have done a remarkable job under the most difficult of circumstances 
right throughout the past 18 months.  
 
The age demographic of this outbreak is very different to what we’ve seen before. We’ve often 
thought this virus spreads less readily in children and affects them less severely - but around a 
quarter of our active cases are under the age of 9, showing us that this simply isn’t the case 
anymore. Because of the high rate of transmission in young people and the number of childcare 
centres now designated as exposure sites, all childcare centres and kinders across Victoria will be 
closed except to children whose parents are authorised workers and cannot be supervised at home.  
 
Vulnerable children are still permitted to attend, with a permit system to apply, and further details 
will be available soon.  
 
Victoria’s public health team are also recommending that primary school aged children, when they 
are not at home, also wear a mask as an extra precaution against this virus.  
 
Every lockdown, every week of remote learning, every sacrifice we’re making is incredibly difficult - 
but we know we can do this.  
 
But we can only do it if every single Victorian does the right thing. Staying home, wearing a mask, 
getting tested and getting vaccinated as soon as you’re eligible is our way out of this - so please, 
follow the rules this weekend and help us beat this outbreak. 

- James Merlino, 21 August 2021 


